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HANKOW’S GREATEST FLOOD CATASTROPHE 
IN A CENTURY 


Hankow is always a hot spot, — hot in climate, hot in 
political disputes, and hot in business pursuits. But the 
summer of 1931 has changed all these conditions, and Han- 
kow is now a cool flooded city with the resemblances of # 
vast lake. 

During the early weeks of the summer, rains kept falling 
steadily. Day after day this continued until the people al- 
most forgot the heat of the Hankow Summer. But it did not 
rain in Hankow alone. These heavy rains were common 
throughout the entire Yangtse Valley. The waters of the 
river rose untii they came to the unprecedented level of 
53'.65". The highest level reached in 1870, according to 
available records, was 50 feet and 5 inches. The results of 
this unusual rise of the river was the inundation of almost 
the entire floor of the great Yangtse Valley with devastation 
and destruction never before caualled in this century. 

A bird's eye view of the situation taken on an air-plane 
trip from Shanghai to Hankow revealed almost nothing but | 
destitution in the entire Yangtse Valley. In many places the 
flood stretched from horizon to horizon, It has been esti- 
innted that the waters are 35 miles wide for a distance of 
600 miles. Almost nothing ie visible except a few trees and 
some rocf tops. This means that much of the richest ricebear- 
ing territory of China will produce nothing th's year. 

The farrners in the flooded areas are quite destitute. 
Millions of these people have lost their homes. Many thou- 
sands have been drowned, and countless thousands are im 
a desperate condition. No one will ever know what this 
catastrophe has cost in lives and in property. It is certain 
that the cost has been very great as thousands of square miles 
were so badly inundated that only those inhabitants who 
hod boats were able to save themselves from drowning. 

; Conditions are bad enough but they will get progres- 
sively worse, because great numbers of people will have 


to face the wisicr without homes, food. and clothing. Also. 
the farmers have neither seeds for planting nor livestock for 
working their farms. Take Mupch Province alone as an 
example, Out of sixty-nine Hsiens (districts) forty-five have 
been inundated and thicty nine of them are almost completely 
auined. This shows what has happened to the entire Yang- 
tse Valley. 

The populous Metropolis of Wuhan (including the 
three sister cities of Hankow, Wuchang and Hanyang), the 
sovcalled Chicago of China, and now the Venice of China, 
has been suffering from more water than this region has 
known at any time within the last sixty-one years. Due to 
the swollen stote of the river and heavy rainfall in the early 
part of July, oll the low-lying districts of Hankow were 
flooded. 

With the bursting on luly 28th of the dyke at Fencheng- 
jo, a little distance below the Japanese Concession, the water 
in the Yangtse found its way to the inner side of the railway 
embankment, Then Hankow itself soon began to face a 
serious threat of flood. All its surrounding area was in- 
undated, The whole district became a huge lake, with only 
roofs of dwelling houses visible. The flood covered a vast 
territory extending from Liuchiamiao to Chiakow. Ip fact. 
the entire Hou Ho land behind the railway track was in- 
undated renderine thousands of poor people homeless, Im- 
mediately the railway track was packed with refugees and 
traffic on this section of Peiping-Hankow Railway had 
mopped. 

In the carly morning of August 2nd, by the breaking of 
the dam blocking the railway arch above Hankow, behind 
the Hankow Benevolont Society, the water of Hou Ho region 
found its way into the Hankow city proper, the S. A. D. No. 
3. the S. A. D. No. 2 and the French Concession. Then all 
the flood sufferers poured into the business quarters of the 
city to find refuge. Boats commandeered by the government 
or engaged by benevolent organizations were everywhere 
carrying refugees from scenes of catastrophe. 

The flood had now reached practically every part of the 
city except the S. A. D. No. I and the Japanese Concession. 
The Japanese Concession and S. A. D. No. | were not affect. 
ed by the inrushing flood at this time not because these 
places were higher than other districts but simply because 
they had made an effective effort to build dams and had 
kept the water out. They had done splendid work and their 
efforts so far were successful. But after all human effort this 


time was not able to conquer nature and these last dry areas 
vere soon fl I 

Cn August 16th, the watermark at Hankow reached its 
peak, registering 53°65", exactly three feet and one inch 
higher than in 1870. The water remained steady for several 
days, before it began to recede in very slow degree — about 
half an inch or one inch in every twenty four hours. At this 
rate it would toke weeks before the water would go back to 
the normal river height. All densely populated districts in 
Hankow were now submerged, making further thousands of 
reople homeless and destitute. 

The worse hit vlaces are those behind the Water 
Tower, the Chisen Maloos, the Chuneshan Road, Customs 
House, Tachimen Station and the Japanese Concession: 
Looking down from the top of the Turtle’s Hill at Hanvang, 
ene could see a vast stretch of water at the back of Hankow. 
‘The Chinese Race Club, the Union Hospital, the Internation~ 
al Race Club, end the Hankow Race Club and Recreational 
Ground with ite trees. factory chimneys and other main 
buildings in that section are well under water. The Chung- 
shan Park is invisible. all it< buildings and trees beine sub- 
merged. On Chisen San Maloo the water has renched almost 
to the roof of the Hankow Municinal Buildine. All the streets 
have been converted into canals along which sampans or 
Loats and even big junks are busily plyin= instead of rickshns 
and motor vehicles. In normal times, there are 8685 rick- 
rhas and severs! hundret other vehicles running on these 
sireets. but because of the hish flood in their stead over 
10,000 boats have been given permits by the Boat Commis- 
sion Office to carry on traffic on these streets. The sight of 
these boats plying on the streets carrying pedestrians is an 
experience unprecedented in the life of the Hankow people. 
Traffic is seriously hampered, 

Much inconvenience and damage have been caused by 
the flooding of houses ard shops. Practically all shops have 
closed their doors and business is at a complete standstill. 
The electric power companies in the Japanese Concession 
ond S. A. D. No. 1 were put out of commission. throwing 
these places into darkness for about three weeks. Telephone 
lines have been effected aeain and the Post Office has only 
been able to maintain a skeleton service. Hankow is now 
a city of stark horror. The city will take several years to 
recover from the extensive damage. 


All the refugees in Hankow were removed to Wuchang 
and Hanyang, where they are put up in churches, schools. 
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public buildings and refugee camps which were built on the 
hills for the purpose. A\ll the residential quarters in Hankow 
ere deserted, and the houses are unoccupied, as the people 
have left for other scenes and only such people as are needed 
for business reasons remained. . 

People rendered homeless in the Wuhan area alone by 
the flooding are about half a million: Hankow 230,000, 
Wuchang 50,000, and Hanyang 30,000, over 30,000 ricksha 
coolice refugees and 100,000 wharf coolie refugees. More 
than $2,000,000 raised locally has already been spent by 
Relief Committees for relief work in this center. 

Now the peak of the flood has passed, but it must be 
remembered that continuous assistance in the flooded areas 
is absolutely necessary, as countless thousands of refugees 
have lost their homes, their animals, crops and relatives, and 
they must be fed and cared for until the new crops have 
heen harvested next Summer. The immediate conditions are 
Yery serious, but they will be progressively more serious as 
time passes. Though immediate danger to the lives of the 
hundreds of thousends of residents of the flood districts has 
passed, yet the peak of the suffering will be reached with the 
advent of cold winter weather. Avpalling conditions of re- 
fugees are so threatening, that all the local relief agencies in 
the Wuhan center are working at their best. For the first 
time in the history of Chinese flood relief work, all agencies 
Chinese and Foreign, Public and Private are working in a 
united campaign to meet the flood situation. 

This photographic record of the flood disaster prepared 
by the Hupeh Flood Relief Committee serves as a kind of 
urgent appeal to the people of the world for immediate 


moterial assistance, 
Paul R. 
September, 1931 ae 
Hankow 
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HANKOW RAIN -FALL RECORDS 


July, 1901 ....cccseceeeeeestseeseceses 888 inches 


1912 ... 
1915 
wu 
1915 . 
1916 
1917 


Name 

of District 
Hankeow city 
Wochang 
Danyang 
Yunmeng 
Siakan 
Tsienkiang 
Micnyang 
Hanehwan 
Kwangtsi 
Hwangmei 
Shihshow 
Tienmen 
Kingchow 


9,475,720 


Number of 
People affected RB: 


Tas, 169 
MIA 
MLAB 


Report of Flood Condition In 45 Hsiens Of Hupeh 


Urgent Area Flooded 
lief needed Square Kilometre 
250,000 483 
250,000 6,135 
250,000 GSMS 
90,000 1,495 
130,000 8,359 
230,000 A STS 
390,000 18,785 
200,000 S184 
130,000 2,735 
130,000 4075 
90,000 4579 
200,000 6589 
180,000 9,316 
130,000 4,728 
280,000 TAAL 
30,000 2,127 
130,000 3.848 
180,000 5.314 
70,000 4636 
100,000 3,266 
50,000 £372 
60,000 2,188 
110,000 SA 
30,000 1,685 
40,000 2,016 
100,000 406 
90,000 4.223 
70,000 5559 
50,000 1,087 
60,000 2,233 
40,000 Tans 
20,000 1,196 
80,000 4504 
50,000 3,690 
30,000 27 
0,000 850 
40,000 1485 
15,000 782 
10,000 733 
10,000 1,243 
10,000 O79 
10,000 1,475 
0,000 1,409 
15,000 458 
10,000 1,592 
10,000 1,256 


There are huedreds of roofridges just visible above the water 
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f. Conditions im the city bere grow more ghastly as UUme pasos. 


Report of 


Name 
of District 
Hankow city 
Wuehang 
Hanyang 


Lird’s Eve View of Mein Strcet in Hankow. Chaneshan Read. 


> a 
The tlavkew Moenicipal Gevernment boiling, whieh ix o 


three storied structure, hax now enly sccond Moor above water. 
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Hankow Chamber of Commeres, Water ix seeping into the 
Kround floor of this building, the foundation of which is about 
4 feet higher than the Chuneshan Road. The Hupeh Flood Relief 
Committee has had to remove its quarters to the second floor. 


j 

| 

4 

= 
x 


The place where the water washed away the railway trac 
Many sampans were engaged to take the poor people away, 
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In this entire areca the howses are flooded almost to the 
thatch of the roofs and all the householders are now refugees. 
Dogs are secon on the roof< waiting their fate. 
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Melotto Memorial Hospital 


These buildings are built with a bigh basement as a safe- 
guard against such an eccurrance but the abnormal heichy of 
the river makes it only possible for the patients to live on the 
ton fleor, 


-- = SOS £ , y 
With water reaching the eaves the people have opened the 
tiles on thatch of the roofs, put up a few yards of cloth to keep 
off the sun, made small platforms of bamboo and they are waiting 
their fate. - : 


Leaving home with water to the caves 
5 


\ 
. ; ; C ’ 
is 7 4 
' ra | 
f iP eas | 
ey 7 - “s} 
J 


4 - - I 
y “VW 
; ‘ 
S R om. 
“I 


te th 
to the 


RBOR Ay B= 3B BS AR PW | v.38 


The refugees who had been camping on the railway 
embankment since the begining of the flood were forced to move 
to Wuchang on accoun, of the submerging of the railway track. 


Hankow Race Club & Reereaton Ground 
The water submerged the buildings to the veranda 


Looking out on all sides one could see only vast stretch of water 
where formerly everything was green. 
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Since the calamity started more than 50,000 refugees 


crowded on the railway track, 


Kefugees slong railway embankment receive food from 
relief beats. The food being distributed is bread. It is taken 
around at noon time and the sieht of thousands of people, fight- 
ing for their portions is a terrible sight to behold, There are 
many sacepyes distributine rice, medicine and tea. 


At the Union Hospital where the land ix very lew the water 
was over 12 feet deep and the patients had to be moved to the 
epper floor, 


A sheet of water is the only visible ceene around the city 
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Hankow Bund 

Practically all the highor buildings along the Bund are flood. 

ed to the groundfloor. The Bund was overflooded and all road- 
ways arc under water nearly six feet. 


Shipping services were seriously affected by the flood 
disaster. Goods shipped to Hankow cannot be unloaded owing 
to the fleod siteation, Tugboats have to be used as temporary 
warehouses for the cargoes from Shanghai and other ports. 
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The bottom floor of ona buildings are still flooded wits 
several feet of stagnant water with a dreadful smell, 


Conditions were bad in all areas “affected by the flood, bat 
Chungshan Road appeared to suffer the most. 


Many people built sampans out of bath tebs, cietarotte 
boxes, oll tin boxes, and adds acd ends, to move around. 


Samnans are beine employed to collect bodies by the Red 
Crone Society, The bodies of these drowned in the first onrush 
arc now coming to the surface and are appearing at all odd 
places some being found even in the street. 
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Many from the poorer class are to be scen trying to 
“hoof* their way throueh chin high water to their destination, 


Special sampans were provided for conveying neonle who 
cannot afford to pay a fare, These boats were secon on the 
busy streets picking up coolics walkine in the water, 
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At the Post Office with water over the counters, a good deal 
of hard work and ingenuity has had to be used to get the mail 
away. 


Floating Post Office. 

Asx all the pillar boxes were under water, the Postal Au- 
thorities devised a method with which to overcome the Extra- 
ordinary difficulty. A flect of Samoans was put into oncra- 
tion along the business streets to collect mails from business 
houses. : 


Floating and travelling Clinics 

A squad of special sampans were dispersed throughout the 
cities, each carrying a doctor end several nurses to mak" 
injections. Free inoculation against cholera typhoid and para- 
typhoid and other epidemic diseases was available on the sport. 


Hongkong & Shanghai Bank ng Corporation, the Entire stone 
basement is under water about 7 fcet, and the stone fence at 
the front of the grand building is well under water. 
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The Peiping Hankow railway embankment near Hankow 
was completely submerged and trafic was stopomd for weeks. 


Black Hill or “Valley of Death” 

A physielan deseribing the horrors of the situation in the 
refugee camp says that the refugees are “quietly dying of 
hunger.” “ihe dead are thrown in mats a litth way off and 
some few were collined and earth thrown over. In many “huts” 
are dying and newly dead.” “One hears a moaning from the 
woman and one need hardly to see what has comp about.” 
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American Consulate 
and the Band in S. A. D. No, 2 
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National City Bank of New York can only be approached 
| by Sampans, Water here ix more than 7 feet deep. 


Jardine Estate 
Of all the buildings in this section, practically all are 
flooded to the ceiling, and many have water in thelr second floors, 


The food waters are causing many houves to collapse, Thix 
is a hotel situxted opposite the Telegranh Office which crumblcd 
being unable to stand the pressure of the rising water, Ax the 


debrix bas not yet been removed, it is not possible to know the 
number of casualties 
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N. K. K. 
New stone building wax under nearly 9 feet of water. The 
street alongside was the firs, to assume a semblance of Venice. 
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St. John’s Chureh at S. A. D. No. 3 
The whole wooden fence surrounding the compound was 
under water about five feet deep. 
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Several thousands refugees are pow staying in the Export 
installation of the Jardine, Matheson & Co. godown awaiting 
relief, 
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Sampan along the Sin-Sin Road near the Shangha’ 
Commercial & Savings Bank forms a common feature of the 
courested tralfc, 
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The people have made odd boards into rafts and on these 
they make what trips are necessary to obtain food, 


Deutsch-Asiatische Bank on the S. A. D, No. 1 Band 

The S. A. D. Ne. 1 or ex-German Concession shared the 
same fate and had all its streets submerged when the water 
overflowed its surrounding dams and the railway embankment. 
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These temporary wooaen sidewalks were built under the 


auspices of the Relief Committee in the business sectons of the 
city to relieve the Sampan Congestion, 


Ax the water in the flooded streets decreases in depth rick- 
shas which were put out of Commission about three weeks ago, 


are again making their appearance. But one has to sit on the 
top of the back of the vehicle. 
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Wuhan Garrison Headquarters. Note the gatesuard on daty 
‘ has fo stand on the wall of the entrance, 


To safeguard against divorderliness the Authorities are 
sending round pickets in sampans, there are strongly armed and 
some even carry machine guns ready for action. 
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Religious Tract Society 
S. A. D. No. 3 


A surprisingly large percent of the houses which are partis 
out of the water are unoccupied as the people have left 
for safe places. 
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During the period of high water, policemen on duty 
standing high on platforms at streets intersections, 


Wuhan Gendarmerie Headquarters at the back of S. A. D, 
No, 3 was the worst place hit by the flood. 
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Texas Oi! Company Installation Plant 
Oil was seen shooting many {cet into the air and then turn- 
ed into flames, Even the heavy steel drums were thrown up 
some hundred feet high. They exploded in the air and then 
landed in the flood water. 
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Hankow Club & S, A. D. No. 3 Municipal Building 

The S. A. D. Ne. 3 or Ex-British Concession was the one 
which suffered the worst, streets were under water in most 
places to xix or eight feet. 


Bankers Association Building 
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Customs House 
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Hankow Herald Office wrecked by the floods, as practically 
all of the printing equinment is under water. Despite all the 
hardships ano difficulties the Herald has put out a flood edition 
to keep the public in towch with developments, 


Catholic Church 
at Ewo Road, S. A. D. No, 3, 
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Municipal Building 
S. A. D, No, 1 


Chinese chain wheel pumps were put up into operation at 
the French Municipal Office cate to draw water from the Street 
back into the river. 
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\ Flooded Market. 
An important development was that very little food was 
procurable in the market. Vegetables which were plenty Lefore 
Wuchang was inundated. are now ne more, 


Chinese Y. M. CG. A. 

The S. A. D. No. 2 of Ex-Russian Concession was in a 
little better state at the beginning of the flood, but when the 
water reached the climax, the street of the Chinese Y. M,C, A. 
being the highest point in the city was inundated nearly 5 feet. 


As the water goes higher and higher conditions of the re- 
fugees are passing from bad to worse. These refugees are 
moving from the railway track embankment to other higher 
places in the city. 
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The broken part of the Weching ¢yke rear Wachang city, 
Note the rolling water reshing Into the form nearby, 


‘This stows a dom constructed immediately along the fore 
xhore of Weehang, after the flood invaded Hankow. Hundreds 
of thousands of sandbags were rushed to the danger spot to 
prevent further breaks. 
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Wuochang 
The district outside the North City-gate was five feet under 
water, 


Wesley and the Union Normal Colleges are usder water 
in the suburbs outcide the East-CGiate of Wuchang City. 
Only the roofs of the higher houses can be seen and the water 
is so deop that a samoan pole cannot reach the bottom, 


The streets of Wuchang alongside the river are completely 
flooded. A long stretch of houses and shops along the river 
usually contains as many as ten thousand families, all these 
are engaged in the manufactare of chop-sticks which ix one of 
the biggest Industries of its kind in this city, These people took 
refuge on the nearby hill. 
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Refuges camp near the Wireless Station 
Official estimate is that the normal population of the Wehan 
Cities has been increarad by 200,000 people who have come as 
refugees from other flooded Hupeh regions. 
This camp was built on the waste sround surrounding the 
wireless station at Wuchang. It holds over 100.000 refurees. 
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First Primary School 
Althoug! Wuchang is hicher than Hankow, still there are 
a few places that are well ander water. 


On the Black Hill near Hanyang about 10,000 refucces were 
taken care ef by the Relief Committee, These people have 
come as referees from other flooded districts, 
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Yang-Hsing district bordering the river, was under 14 feet 
of water, practically all the rice fields im this district were 
completely costroyed, 
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The suburb of Hanyang alongside the Yangtse ix complete. 
ly sebmerged. \ great stretch of houses along the river com: 
tains several thousands of families, all engaged in the timber 
business—these people have moved their matshed houses to the 
rafts 


All rice crons have been ruined and prouerty damaves are 
enermous in the suburbs around Wuechane. 
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Another place of severe suffering ix Kienli, Refugees 
from the farm land rushed to the city for safety sumbering 
10,000 people 


Itu Hsien one of the districts in Hapeh was badly hit, 500,000 
mows of corn & rice fields were submerged, Most of the dwelling 
houses built by mud im this district have collapsed as a result 
of the flood, 


Mitieb ss ‘ : : 

Once by one the dykes are falling in the unprotedented 
flood, Thix shows the dyke, which protects Hanyang, broken, 
rendered uxcless for food production considerable area 
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The village around Wuchane is several feet under water and 
many of the houses have collansed. Several of the inhabitant. 
are reported to have been drowned. 
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Hanyang 
Farms in the suburb ere entirely submerged in the water. 


Prevention Directors, personally swopervixe the work at the 
different dykes and make every possible effert to save them. 
They have done eplendid work and their efforts so far were 
successful, But after all human effort thix time was not 
able to conquer nature and ome by one the dyke« broke by the 


unprecedented flood. 


Kingkow a suburb of Wuchang Refugees eating indiancorn. 


Extensive measures are now being taken by the Reljef 
Committee for handline the refugee problem, 
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General Chiang Kai-Shek, 


President of the National Government, paid a visit to Wa- 
han, personally investigated the prevailing conditions created 
by the devastating floods, 


General Ho Chen Chun...Chairman of the Flood Relief Com- 
mittee 
National Flood Relief Commission 


Mr. €, 

Mr. T. Cc. 

Mr. BP. C. Tsai 

Mr. Chow Tao 

Mr. C. Y. Chen 

Mr. D. Y. Ma 

Mr. Heh Hen Fo 
These people carry on their work every day but wonder 

how long these anxious days will Last, 
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